Timeline of Free Schuylkill River Park’s campaign to preserve Race and Locust Street crossings and CSX-City lawsuit.

2003

August 2003 – City begins construction on Schuylkill River Park Trail from Art Museum to Locust Street.  
October 2003— Macadam is laid down and fence is installed between park property and CSX property on west side of tracks.  Openings at the fence are maintained at Race Street and Locust Streets for construction access. 
Fall 2003 – Neighbors and park users learn that CSX Railroad does not want the crossings to be kept open after the construction period ends.  Concerned individuals start to organize.  Logan Square Neighborhood Association “houses” this effort and provides seed money.  We begin process of contacting civic and user organizations to adopt resolution calling for the City and Commonwealth to protect both crossings.
November 2003 -- Free Schuylkill River Park launches www.freetheriverpark.org  and action alert system.  First action alert asks individuals to send letters to CSX Chairman Michael Ward.
2004

January 2004 –  Action alert asks individuals to send letter to Governor Rendell. 
February 2004 – Free Schuylkill River Park holds rally on President’s Day.  Over 100 people attend.

March 2004 – Councilman Darrell Clarke invites Mayor John F. Street to make a site visit to Park and meets with Free Schuylkill River Park and other organizations who had passed resolutions.  Mayor Street makes a commitment to that his administration would protect the crossings.
April 2004 – Action alert generates emails to CSX Chairman Michael Ward.
Spring 2004 – Two webcams get installed pointed at each crossing and an online complaint form is set up for individuals to use to document incidences of crossings being blocked.  

Spring-Summer 2004 – CSX and City Law Department hold negotiation meetings

August 2004 – Action alert generates email letters to Chairman Michael Ward.
September 2004 – CSX train sits on top of both crossings for 36 hours over Labor Day weekend.  

October 5, 2004 – Free Schuylkill River Park holds press conference and launches new action alert to send letters to Tropicana and Waste Management asking that they stop CSX from using their trains to block our access.
October 26, 2004 – CSX files lawsuit against City for breach of 1979 contract demanding that both crossings be closed.  Federal Judge Bruce Kauffman is assigned the lawsuit.

November 19, 2004 – CSX files motion of preliminary injunction

November 2004 – Action alert generates faxes to City Council

December 13, 2004 – City asks Judge Bruce Kauffman to reject CSX’s motion for preliminary injunction.
December 16, 2004 – City Council denounces CSX in resolution

December 17, 2004 – Free Schuylkill River Park files motion to intervene

2005 

January 5, 2005 – Hearing before Judge Bruce Kauffman.  Judge Kauffman is not convinced by CSX’s arguments of “irreparable harm”.  He asks CSX to be reasonable. He said he needed more time to make a decision on the injunction request.

January 2005 – Action alert to CSX expressing concern about hazardous materials being transported through Philadelphia
January 20, 2005 – City files a brief outlining how it would make the crossings safe and still meet the contractual language obligating it to build an “effective barricade” between the Park and the railroad property.

January 26, 2005 – CSX indicates to Judge Kauffman willingness to negotiate.  CSX ask for a delay on his ruling on the Preliminary Injunction for 45 days in response to City's brief.  CSX indicates that at grade crossings are possible.
February 17, 2005 – City Council passes resolution to hold investigative hearings into CSX operations

April 2005 – Action alert to City Council about preserving street level access
May 24, 2005 – Negotiations between City and CSX break down. CSX willing to keep Race Street open, but insists on a grade-separated crossing at Locust Street.
Summer 2005 – Crossing issue gets folded into negotiations between CSX, Northern Suffolk and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Ultimately, the deal offered by CSX was rejected by Commonwealth negotiators and taken off the table.

June 2005 – Action Alert to State Senator Vincent Fumo and Governor Rendell asking that they not accept anything less than both at-grade (street-level) crossings.
July 2005 – Judge Kauffman denies motion by Free Schuylkill River Park to intervene.  

August 2005 – Senator Arlen Specter obtains $600,000 in federal transportation bill for “crossings into Schuylkill River Park.”

October 18, 2005 – CSX refuses to attend City Council hearing scheduled on CSX Operation.  Free Schuylkill River Park testifies and submits 18 months of citizen-generated data on incidences of blocked access by parked trains.
October 2005 – Action alert to City Council about investigative hearings
October 20, 2005 – City Council orders report on hazardous material transport by CSX through Philadelphia and condemns CSX for not attending the October 18 hearing.  City Council also introduces two ordinances on train idling and hazardous material transport.

November 18, 2005 – CSX sends one representative to City Council hearing. Councilman Michael Nutter (Chair of Utilities Committee) issues subpoenas.

December 4, 2005 – CSX and City lawyers attend meeting with Judge Bruce Kauffman.  CSX presents description of grade separated at Locust Street instead of street level crossing. Judge Kauffman asks CSX and City to keep trying.

December 19, 2005 – Rails to Trails Conservancy issues a report on safe rail with trails crossings entitled, “Rails with Trails: A Preliminary Assessment of Safety and Grade Crossings.”

December 20, 2005 – CSX attends third hearing and makes two hour presentation on its operations.

2006

February 2006 – CSX and City’s Law Department resume negotiations

June 2006 – Free Schuylkill River Park launches online petition campaign. Sets up tables in the park and puts up “Burma Shave” signs to get park users to stop and sign.  Over 1600 signatures are gathered to make the crossings safe.  

December 2006 – Tentative agreement announced that will make both crossings safe with crossing technology.

2007 

April 24, 2007 – Settlement agreement signed by Mayor John F. Street and CSX officials. 

Please go to www.freetheriverpark.org for all news stories, City Council actions and filed legal papers (from all parties). 
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